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December 2018

As I think about all the tasks that I must complete in preparation of our Thanksgiv-
ing feast, I canôt help but think about those who may not have the means to have a 
meal.  There are some who have no one to have a meal with.  At times like this, I 
am reminded of just how much the Lord has blessed me and my family.  All the 
other problems and issues then take a back seat to what is truly important.  I will 
be thankful for my family and friends who sit around our table on Thursday and 
thank God that He has put each one into my life.
 
I cannot believe that December is upon us so soon.  It doesnôt seem that long ago 
that we were congratulating our graduates.  Yes, I do realize that the weather 
makes a convincing argument about what time of year it is.  I do enjoy this time of 
year for its natural beauty.  My office is located on the third floor of my home and 
lets me look out over the rooftops of the adjacent homes to see the pallet of colors 
that the trees have created.  There is nothing that we can create that compares to 
the work that God can do.  For that reason, we should prepare ourselves for the 
feast day of the Nativity of Christ.  Instead of fighting the masses for the sale 
items, or spending hours at the computer ordering things that we may or may not 
need, lets spend a few moments thinking about the miracle of the birth of our 
Lord.  Let us give a little of ourselves to the less fortunate.  I mean, how can you 
walk past the red kettle with the nice folks ringing that bell?  I am looking forward 
to seeing the Nativity story unfold before our eyes in the church when our young 
people re-enact the event.  I donôt know about you, but this gets me every year.  I 
am so impressed by the accomplishments of the students along with the Greek 
school as they sing the hymns, play their instruments and sing the carols.  Mark 
your calendars for December 16 to see this amazing event.

As the year ends, I look back on all that we have accomplished this past year.  The 
two events that have made the most impact on this community are the completion 
of the icon screen and the addition of a Pastoral assistant.  Both have made a trans-
formation in this community that will be present for many years to come.  There 
were numerous other maintenance events that occurred that I will not bore you 
with.  We have also approved the amendments to our by-laws which will guide the 
way that the council goes about the day to day operation of running the business 
side of the church.  We as a community have come a long way in a year, and I 
hope that under the new council and new leadership, that we continue to make pro-
gress and grow our ministries that allow us to serve the Lord.  

I pray that all of you have a blessed Nativity feast and that the blessings of the 
Lord be upon you and your families.

In His service,

Ted Poplos

President’s Message

November
Notices

Memorials:
Chris Paris—30 Years, 
November 25th
  

Memorial Contributions 
(In Memory Of):
Chris Paris by: Julie Bar-
row, Claire Lester

Deaths:
Anna Lee Detty, mother of 
Greg (Cyndi) Detty, and 
grandmother to Austin & 
Jackson, November 13th

Baptisms:
Dimitrios Orion Batsos, 
son of Nikolaos & Candice 
Batsos, Sponsor: Lydia 
Batsou, November 5th

Illiana Vasileia Eleni 
Batsos, daughter of Niko-
laos & Candice Batsos, 
Sponsor: Konstantinos 
Lambrou, November 5th



ñPray for one another, that you may be healedò (James 5:16). Prayer is an important resource for those who 
are in need. Please contact Father Simon or the Church Office to add/remove someone from the list. 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Archbishop Demetrios of America 
Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit 
Father Simon & Presvytera Stephanie and children 
Father Nicholas & family 
Parishioners of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 
Metropolitan Paul (Yazge) of Aleppo 
Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim (Syriac) of Aleppo 
Nick, Helen, Alec, Maria, Zoe, Ronnie, Jeffrey, Toni, Sandy, Kosta, George, Sarantos, Alex, Nicholas, Vicki, 
Marcy, Cyndi, Georgia, Jimmy, Sophie, Detty Family, Millicent 

Acolytes: 

Epistle Readers:

Prosphoro Maker:  Enosis Touliatos

Ushers:

Coffee Fellowship Hosts:

Lee Couloubaritsis 
Austin Detty 
Jackson Detty 
John Donnelly 
Nick Douglas 
John Eramo 

Luke Farris
Max Graves
Vasili Guigley 
Jonathan Holland 
Vasili Johnson 
Jonathan Mehrotra

Eli Morris 
Jack Shipman 
Abiel Tesfazion 
Demetri Thomas 
David Wassef 

December 2: Tommy Moore
December 9: Cathe Skefos
December 16: Sophia Douglas

December 23: Scott McKee
December 30: Endy Carter

Annunciation Prayer List

Volunteers for December

December 2: Elpis Philoptochos to welcome William 
Kallas, our Pastoral Assistant to the Parish Family
December 9: AHEPA Fundraiser Pancake Breakfast 
for St. Nicholas National Shrine
December 16: DOP Christmas Bake Sale
December 23: OPEN
December 30: OPEN

December 2: Team 4: Endy Carter, Vasili Semos, & 
Ted Poplos
December 9: Team 1: Madeleine Donnelly & Bill 
Joyner
December 16: Team 2: Naji Nassif, Diane Kavelaras, 
&  Demie Bitinis

December 23: Team 3: Chris Apalodimas, John Kay 
& Harry Sinis
December 30: Team 4: Endy Carter, Vasili Semos, 

& Ted Poplos





Liturgical Calendar for November
Sunday, December 2nd, Fourteenth Sunday of 
Luke
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Tuesday, December 4th, Feast of Saint Barbara
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Thursday, December 6th,  Feast of Saint Nicholas
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 9th, Tenth Sunday of Luke
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Wednesday, December 12th, Feast of Saint Spyri-
don
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 16th, Eleventh Sunday of Luke
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Monday, December 17th,  Feast of Saint Dionysios
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 23rd, Sunday Before Nativity
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Monday, December 24th, Christmas Eve
Royal Hours 9:00 am
Vesperal Liturgy 6:30 pm

Tuesday, December 25th, HOLY NATIVITY
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Thursday, December 27th, Feast of Saint Stephen
Orthros 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy 10:00 am

Sunday, December 30th, Sunday After Nativity
Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am

Monday, December 31st. New Yearôs Eve
Orthros 5:00 pm
Divine Liturgy 6:00 pm

Visitation Committee

The following members of our parish family have requested visitation. For address and/or contact in-
formation please check your parish directory or contact the Church Office.

Please contact Kristine Wagner if you would like to volunteer to be on the 2018-2019 Visitation Committee, 
a ministry of the Elpis Philoptochos.

Alec Collis 
Maria Hetos

Stella Nichols
Kosta Taras 

Georgia Smith
Jimmy Smith

December: Anastasia Terranova & Athena Jamison

January: Nancy Tashie, Jan Futris & Tina Liollio

February: Vicki Hoover & Family

March: Elaine Daniels & Maria Wasserman

April: Cary Chiungos & Mary Katherine Taras

May: Demie Bitinis, Tricia Grantham,
Emily Capadalis Love, Georgia Karris

June: Despina Karas & Angela Tobias

July: Maria Moore & Diane Kavelaras

August:  Linda Nichols, Anne Schmitt, Debi Bookas

September: Susanna Peters & Cathe Skefos

October: Sophie Theodore & Kristine Wagner

November: Loretta Taras & Tasia Vergos





Parish Ministries
PHILOPTOCHOS, ELPIS CHAPTER #7041
December 2018

As we wrap up our Thanksgiving season and move toward Christôs Nativity, we continue 
to remain thankful for the many members and volunteers who make our initiatives a suc-
cess! 
We wish to thank the following donors for the Thanksgiving luncheon:

Enosis & Gabriel Touliatos – for their generosity & labor of love in the kitchen
Lee N. Vieron, M.D.  – in memory of Bess Vieron & my mother-in-law Theresa Jackson
Demie Bitinis – in memory of Thoula & Constantine Bitinis
Joy & Steve Steckler – in honor of Enosis & Gabriel
Alex Vergos – in memory of Helen & Pete Vergos
Angela & Richard Tobias
Luane & Vasili Semos
Maria Hetos
Maria Wasserman
Despina & Jim Karas
Laura and George Couloubaritsis
Elaine and Greg Otto
Alexandra Pappas
Shawn and Chris Demos

Kitchen helpers:  

We could not truly help those in need without the support of our donors, volunteers, and all those who bought 
a ticket to support our fundraiser! 
We do many things with the money we receive. We have many monthly commitments, and often give to na-
tional appeals. For example, we recently gave $100 to support the recovery from Hurricane Michael which 
devastated many areas on Florida. This money goes to help IOCC in their recovery efforts. As we see more 
and more natural disasters around the world, Philoptochos will continue to help those in need.
We are only as successful as our volunteers! We are currently searching for a chairperson for the Palm Sunday 
luncheon. If you feel called in this way, please speak to President Elizabeth Hawkins

December 2nd—Coffee Hour to Welcome William Kallas
Mark your calendars! We are hosting coffee hour to welcome our new pastoral assistant to the Annunciation! 
Please show him why we are famous for our Southern hospitality and bring a treat for the reception table! Re-
member we are in a fasting period as we prepare for the Nativity, dairy and eggs are permitted, but please re-
frain from bringing a dish containing meat. 

December 8th—Pet Blessing
Please join us for our annual pet blessing on December 8th at 10am. Rain or shine, bring your pet on a leash to 
receive a blessing from Fr. Simon. 

December 15th—Christmas Luncheon with DOP
Our annual Christmas luncheon with the Daughters of Penelope will be held on December 15th. Please see the 
attached flyer.

Enosis & Gabriel Touliatos
Scott Allen
Odette & Dennis Patrikios
Laura Couloubaritsis
John Chulos
James Kennedy

Bill Gikas
Despina & Jim Karas
Jan Futris
Debbie and John Bookas
Joy & Steve Steckler
Georgia Touliatos

Gus Mavraganis
Matthew Barre
Marianthe Pilcher
Maryanna Couloubaritsis
Gabriella Couloubaritsis
Cary Chiungos



Christmas Collection to Benefit the St. Basil Academy
We have selected St. Basil Academy for our annual Christmas charity initiative. We will collect funds, gift 
cards, and supplies throughout the month of December and into the first Sunday of January. You can bring 
them to church or to the holiday party. This cause is near and dear to Philoptochos. 
ñThe Saint Basil Academy is a national not-for-profit philanthropic center of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America which provides love, shelter, food, education, protection and a home for her orphans, children of 
chronically ill or destitute parents or children from broken homes.
 The Saint Basil Academy ministers to the whole child: mind, body, and spirit. Our mission is to facilitate 
shelter, protection, love, and education in youth so they grow up to be healthy, wholesome, well-rounded Or-
thodox Christians, as well as productive members of society with vision and hope.ò
As we celebrate Christôs birth and buy gifts for family, friends, teachers, neighbors, remember those in need in 
our own Archdiocese and give as you are able. 
Looking for the perfect gift for everyone on your list? Our community cookbook, ñItôs Greek to Me!ò 
continues to be a favorite! We will be selling wrapped copies in Cotros Hall throughout December. They 
are also always available in our bookstore!

December 24th—Christmas Eve Reception
Come one! Come all! As we celebrate Christôs Nativity we will host a reception in Cotros Hall following the 
Vesperal Liturgy. All are welcome! Members are invited to bring something for the reception table. This event 
is chaired by Cyndi Detty and Stephanie Poplos. 

THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON

NOVEMBER FOOD DRIVE
DONATION FOR HIGHLAND

HEIGHTS FOOD BANK

MORE THAN
A MEAL














































