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Will the Resurrection Affect Us? 

 

Think for a moment how the Apostles felt on the Saturday morning after the Crucifixion… 
 

The previous Saturday had been spent travelling to Bethany in what was expected to be a sad day of mourning 

Lazarus.  Instead, the day turned to joy as Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead.  The following day contained 

even more joy as Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem to cries of “Hosanna!  The Son of David!  The King 
of Israel!”  After a few days, the Passover meal where their feet were washed, and they were offered the Body 

and Blood of Christ.  They had concluded their meal by spending time in a garden singing songs. 
 

Then everything changed.  Jesus was arrested and the company was scattered.  Two of them were able to watch 

the trial, but one of them denied ever knowing the man three times.  Within a night Jesus was convicted and 

sentenced to death.  He was beaten, mocked, and in a short time, He was crucified and died.  And Jesus did die.  

Some of the women with them affirm that they had taken the body and hastily prepared it for burial. 
 

It is now the Sabbath, a high Sabbath at that, and they can do nothing.  Their Master is dead, executed for being 

an enemy of the Empire – and they are likely to be next.  The confusion, anxiety, and fear the Apostles feel is 

overwhelming.  Defeated, they stay in hiding, having very little options on where to go, unsure of what to do.  

The question must be on everyone’s lips, “Where do we go from here?” 
 

The answer comes in the most perplexing and unexpected way:  He is Risen!  First, the women return saying 

the tomb is empty.  Next, some of the disciples find the tomb empty, just as the women had said.  Then a week 

later, Jesus appears, risen from the dead!  Sadness turns to joy, fear turns to hope, and confusion turns to clarity. 
 

No longer did the disciples stay in hiding, rather, they boldly went out and preached the Resurrection.  Scattered 

no more, they banded together.  Unlearned fishermen proclaimed the Good News.  Those who had once only 

witnessed miracles were now performing them.  The Apostles who had feared for their lives during a storm no 

longer feared death, because they knew death had been defeated! 
 

This is evidence of the Truth of the Resurrection – it had a profound effect on the Apostles, and at Pentecost the 

transformation was completed.  Their entire lives were changed to the core, so much so that they were now 

willing to die to share that experience with us. 
 

Will the Resurrection of Christ affect us in a similar way?  Do we share in His Passion and Crucifixion in such a 

way that the joy of the Resurrection is changes our lives to the core?  I ask you to join me this Holy Week, that 

together we may experience the life-changing events of the Passion and Resurrection, so that we too may share 

the Good News with joy, hope and clarity. 

 

 

With Love in Christ, 

Father Simon 

http://www.goarch.org/multimedia/clipart/events/annunciation/view
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President’s Message 
 

As we celebrated the first Sunday of Lent with our fellow Orthodox Christians from St. John and St. Seraphim, 

I realized just how strong we are when united.  The church was full.  The Altar crowded with Priests, Deacons 

and acolytes.  The choir loft filled with musicians and directors.  We saw the long line of our youth with icons 

celebrating the triumphant return of icons into the Church.  What a sight to behold. It was a stark reminder that 

together, nothing can prevail against us.  As Father Simon stated in his sermon, we are separated but not 

divided.  We as a community are very diverse, very different in many ways and all have different ideas but we 

are united in Christ within the Church.  It is my hope and prayer that many of us will take advantage of the 

numerous services to be united in prayer.  It is also my hope that this season of Lent also known as the season of 

joyful sorrow be a blessing and strengthen us to prepare for the Pascha or the Resurrection.  May we stand 

united in the darkened Church awaiting the light of the resurrected Christ.  May we with one voice sing and 

proclaim that Christ has risen from the dead.  May the joy of Pascha be with you throughout the year as we 

come together to worship and give thanks to God for all things. 

Kalo Pascha 

Ted Poplos 

 
 

Volunteers for April 
 

Acolytes: 

Co-Captains:   

Kristofer Preza & 

Nikolas Preza 

 

Carlos Britos 

Lee Couloubaritsis 

Austin Detty 

Jackson Detty 

 

Nick Douglas 

John Eramo 

Jonathan Holland 

Vasili Johnson 

 

Jonathan Mehrotra 

Abiel Tesfazion 

Demetri Thomas 

David Wassef 

 

Ushers 
  3 Team 1: Maria Moore, Bill Joyner, Pete Ruby 

10 Team 2: Naji Nassif, Diane Kavelaras, Peter 

Melonas 

17 Team 3: Romulus Stoian, Ed Morrison, Ted 

Poplos 

24 Team 4: Vasili Semos, Harry Sinis  

 

Coffee Fellowship Hosts: 

  3 Open – Coffee will be available in the Hall. 

10 Open – Coffee will be available in the Hall.  

17 Pete Ruby in Memory of Katerina Ruby 

24 Palm Sunday Luncheon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters 

  3 Athena Jameson & Anastasia Terranova 

10 Manuel & Susanna Peters 

17 Steve & Joy Steckler 

24 Nick Fox & Nicole Fox 

 

Epistle Readers:  

  3 Maria Moore 

10  Paul Vieron  

17  Richard Tobias 

24  Patricia Grantham 

 

Prosphoro Bakers: 

  3   Enosis Touliatos  

10   Enosis Touliatos 

17   Enosis Touliatos 

24   Enosis Touliatos 

 
 
 



 

 

Annunciation Prayer List  
 

“Pray for one another, that you may be healed” (James 5:16). Prayer is an important resource for those who 
are in need.  Please contact Father Simon or the Church Office to add/remove someone from the list. 

 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 

Archbishop Demetrios of America 

Metropolitan Nicholas of Detroit 

Father Simon & Presvytera Stephanie and children 

Father Nicholas & Presvytera Bess and children 

Parishioners of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church 

Metropolitan Paul (Yazge) of Aleppo 

Archbishop Youhanna Ibrahim (Syriac) of Aleppo 

Ed, Elias and family, Chris, Kathy, Bobby, Helen, 

Bruce, Melonas family, Perrydore family, Alexander 

family, Jim, Katherine, Dick, Kathy, Harry, 

Evangeline 

 

 
 

March Notices 
 

Memorial Contributions (In Memory Of) 

Don Cooper by: Frances C Kauffman, James Andrew Carlos and Helen Stratigos Carlos, Aspasia Bacopulos 

Cooper 

Emma Argol by: Evangeline Paris, Robert (Ed) and Kathryn Morrison 

George Nichopoulos by:  

Mrs. Dorotha Quillin, mother of John Johnson by: Ted and Stephanie Poplos, Diane Kavelaras 

Dr. George Nichopoulos by: Anastasia (Tasia) Vergos, Dr. E. Jack Wohrman, Evangeline Paris 

Edward Bruning, husband of Beth Bruning and son-in-law of Athena Jameson by: Athena Jameson 

 

Falling Asleep in the Lord 

Ed Bruning - son-in-law of Athena Jameson……March 8 

Christine Futris Jordan – sister of Dr. Steve (Zoe) Futris….April 5 

 

Babies Born 

Sophia Stephens Mitchell 6lb 12oz, 21” long, born March 12
th

 

Parents Christian & Kristin Mitchell 

Grandparents Tom & Phani Mitchell  

 

Ava Page Reed - 5lb 7oz, 17 ½ “ long, born March 16th 

Zoey Wren Reed - 5lb 8oz, 18” long, born March 16th 

Twin granddaughters of Scott & Nancy Reed 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

    St. George the Great Martyr 
April 23

rd
  

 

The Holy Great Martyr George the Trophy-Bearer, was a native of 

Cappadocia and grew up in a deeply believing Christian family. His father 

was martyred for Christ when George was still a child. His mother, owning 

lands in Palestine, moved there with her son and raised him in strict piety. 

When he became a man, St George entered into the service of the Roman 

army. He was handsome, brave, and valiant in battle, and he came to the 

notice of the emperor Diocletian and joined the imperial guard with the rank 

of military commander. 

  

When the emperor began a full-scale persecution of the Christians, St 

George distributed all his wealth to the poor, freed his servants, and then 

appeared in the Senate. The brave soldier of Christ spoke out openly against 

the emperor’s designs. He confessed himself a Christian, and appealed to all 

to acknowledge Christ: “I am a servant of Christ, my God, and trusting in Him, I have come among you 
voluntarily, to bear witness concerning the Truth.” “What is Truth?” one of the dignitaries asked, echoing the 
question of Pontius Pilate. The saint replied, “Christ Himself, Whom you persecuted, is Truth.” 
 

Stunned by the bold speech of the valiant warrior, the emperor, who had loved and promoted George, attempted 

to persuade him not to throw away his youth and glory and honors, but rather to offer sacrifice to the gods as 

was the Roman custom. The confessor replied, “Nothing in this life can weaken my resolve to serve God.” Then 
by order of the enraged emperor the armed guards began to push St George out of the assembly hall with their 

spears, and they then led him off to prison.  
 

The next day at the interrogation, St George again refused to deny Christ. Then Diocletian gave orders to 

subject St George to intense tortures. At first the sufferer loudly cried out to the Lord, but soon he quieted 

down, and did not utter even a single groan. Diocletian decided that the tortured one was already dead, and he 

gave orders to remove the battered body from the wheel, and then went to a pagan temple to offer thanks. While 

there, St George was restored to health by God. When the soldiers led him to the pagan temple where the 

emperor was, the emperor could not believe his own eyes. In confusion and in terror the pagans looked St 

George over carefully, and they became convinced that a miracle had occurred. Many then came to believe in 

the Life-Creating God of the Christians.  
 

Two illustrious officials, Sts Anatolius and Protoleon, who were secretly Christians, openly confessed Christ. 

Immediately, without a trial, they were beheaded with the sword by order of the emperor. Also present in the 

pagan temple was Empress Alexandra, the wife of Diocletian, and she also knew the truth. She was on the point 

of glorifying Christ, but one of the servants of the emperor took her and led her off to the palace.  
 

The people, weighed down with their infirmities, began to visit the prison and they there received healing and 

help from the saint. The exploits and the miracles of the Great Martyr George had increased the number of the 

Christians, therefore Diocletian made a final attempt to compel the saint to offer sacrifice to the idols. They set 

up a court at the pagan temple of Apollo. On the final night the holy martyr prayed fervently, and as he slept, he 

saw the Lord, Who raised him up with His hand, and embraced him. The Savior placed a crown on St George’s 
head and said, “Fear not, but have courage, and you will soon come to Me and receive what has been prepared 
for you.” 
  
St George gave thanks to God and prayed that he would end his life in a worthy manner. At the place of 

execution the saint prayed that the Lord would forgive the torturers who acted in ignorance, and that He would 

lead them to the knowledge of Truth. Calmly and bravely, the holy Great Martyr George bent his neck beneath 

the sword, receiving the crown of martyrdom on April 23, 303.  

 

  



 

 

Liturgical Calendar 
  

Friday, April 1
st
 

Third Salutation to the Virgin 
Mary 6:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 3
rd

  

Sunday of the Holy Cross 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy – 8:45 am 

 

Wednesday, April 6th  

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00 pm 

 

Friday, April 8
th

 

Fourth Salutation to the Virgin 
Mary 6:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 10th 

Sunday of St. John Climacus 
Orthros/Divine Liturgy – 8:45 am 

 

Wednesday, April 13
th

 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00 pm 

 

Friday, April 15
th

 

Akathist Hymn 6:00 pm 

 

Sunday, April 17
th

  

Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Wednesday, April 20th 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 6:00 pm 

 

Saturday, April 23
rd

 

Lazarus Saturday 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 9:00 am 

 

Sunday, April 24th 

Palm Sunday 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

 

Monday, April 25
th 

Holy Monday 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

 

Tuesday, April 26
th 

Holy Tuesday 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, April 27
th 

Holy Wednesday 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 9:00 am 

Holy Unction 3:30 pm 

Holy Unction 6:30 pm 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 28
th 

Holy Thursday 

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 9:00 

am 

Service of the Passion of Christ 

6:30 pm 

 

Friday, April 29
th 

Holy Friday 

Decorating the Tomb of Christ 

7:00 am 

Royal Hours 9:00 am 

Apokathylosis Service 3:30 pm 

Lamentations Service 6:30 pm 

 

Saturday, April 30
th

 

Holy Saturday 

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 9:00 

am 

Canon of the Resurrection 11:00 

pm 

 

Sunday, May 1
st
 

PASCHA 

Resurrection Service 12:00 am 

Agape Vespers 11:00 am 

 

 
 

Studies in the Faith 
All Classes from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm (unless otherwise indicated) 

 

 

Monday, April 11th - The Structure of the Church  The Orthodox Church is hierarchical, but who created the 

hierarchy?  We will discuss the role of bishops, priests, deacons, and the laity in the Church. 

 

 

Lenten Dialogues 
April 6 – Speaker: Rev. Fr. Philip Rogers 

Dinner Hosted by: Romanian Families  

April 13 – Speaker: Andrew & Leah Horvath 

Dinner Hosted by: Elpis Philoptochos 

April 20 – Speaker: Rev. Fr. Christos Christakis 

Dinner Hosted by the Sinis Family 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Parish Ministries
 

Philoptochos, Elpis Chapter #7041 
 

Lenten Lecture Series, Elpis Hosting 
Wednesday, April 9th 

We are honored to host the April 9th Lenten 

Lecture Series dinner. Elpis members: please plan 

to arrive at church around 5:30 to set tables and 

work in the kitchen. 

 

More than a Meal - Cooking Team 
Sunday, April 17th 

We will once again be cooking for those in need at 

Grace St. Luke's Episcopal Church in Midtown. 

There are many ways to volunteer and help. Please 

contact Cyndi Detty if you are interested in 

participating. 

 

Holy Friday Candles for Sale 
Place your request to receive one of our Holy 

Friday candles by contacting Joanne Gikas or Joy 

Touliatos before Holy Week. 

Donations accepted. All money received will be 

placed towards Philoptochos charities. 

 

Palm Sunday Luncheon   
Sunday, April 24th 

Join us for our annual Palm Sunday luncheon 

prepared by Dennis Patrikios in the Fellowship Hall 

immediately after services. Plan to spend this 

beautiful day with your church family. 

Tickets: $12 Adult; $7 Children under 12; Children 

under 6 – Free 

 

Elpis Scholarship 
Deadline: April 29th 

We invite all current High School Seniors to apply 

for our annual scholarship award. Information may 

be found on the church website, by contacting Erin 

in the church office or contacting Melissa Berretta, 

Scholarship Chairperson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You from Art Suitable for Framing 

It has been said that the best way to find yourself is 

to lose yourself in the service of others.  We were 

looking for a few good Samaritans; each of you 

answered our call. You are appreciated so much. 

Thank you for your participation. 

 

Father Simon Thomas    

Presbytera Stephanie Thomas 

The ladies of Elpis Philoptochos                      

 

Sherry Bordelon                       

Endy Carter 

Cindy Detty                                                     

Michael Donahue                                                                                                                             

Nicolette Edwards                   

Jan Futris 

John C. Johnson                      

Mike Maness                                  

Rev. Msgr. John B. McArthur                            

Elaine Otto 

Sterling Owen                          

Marianthe  Pilcher                                           

Hank Sable  

The families of David, George, Jimmy and John 

Tashie 

Steve Schad 

Steve & Joy Steckler 

Mike & Lydia Stoner                                       

Vasiliki Whitten 

Elizabeth Wise 

Dean Zachary 

 

Guest Cartoonist  Greg Cravens                                  

Memphis based artists                                        

Arts Memphis    

The Dantones 

Tribal City dance troupe          

The Best Times 

Commercial Appeal 

Memphis Flyer 

Malco Cinema 

Village Art Gallery       

St. Louis Catholic Church                                 

                                                  

 

 

 

 



 

ELPIS Bookstore 
 

Visit the Elpis Bookstore for all of your Lenten 

needs. We offer a nice selection of books, icons, 

Liturgical supplies (charcoal, etc) as well as jewelry 

and gifts. 

 

April Specials  

Pascha Red Egg Dye - $8.00 

"The Lenten Spring" Book - $17.00 

Various Pascha Egg Pendants - $38.00-$90.00 

 

April Bookstore Hours  

Every Sunday from 11:45am to 12:30pm 

Every Wednesday during Lent 6:45-7:30 (after 

service and before the speaker presentation) 

Holy Wednesday (April 27) - 3:00pm - 7:00 pm 

Holy Friday (April 29) 11:00am - 3:00pm 

Closed Easter Sunday 

 

Hosting Coffee Fellowship after Liturgy 
The Parish Council invites members to volunteer to 

host a Coffee Fellowship Hour in Cotros Hall during this 

Ecclesiastical Year.  The intent is to offer refreshments 

of your choice that will encourage social interaction 

among the  membership, and opportunities to meet and 

greet visitors and new members.  The coffee, 

sugar/sweetener, napkins, plates, cups and utensils are 

provided by the Church.  Please bring creamer and juice.  

This is a great opportunity to celebrate a birthday, 

anniversary, or to honor a loved one.  

Photos/memorabilia are encouraged for a table 

display.  Families or groups of individuals can co-host as 

well.  Please call the Church Office to Reserve your 

date.  Diane Kavelaras will be your coordinator for 

Sunday and can be reached at 901-383-3343.  Coffee 

will always be available when there is no host.  Thank 

you for your consideration and hopeful participation. 

 

 

Young at Heart 
We welcome everyone in their 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's 

and 90's to join in on all the fun!  

We have a great time together with a lot of fun and 

fellowship. Hope to see you there! 

 

YOUNG AT HEART - THURSDAY, APRIL 21st 

11:30am 

HERBS OF THE BIBLE 

Come enjoy a wonderful Lenten luncheon and learn 

about herbs of the Bible at our monthly Young at 

Heart gathering on Thursday, April 21st at 11:30.  

Save the Date 

May 19
th

 – Steppin’ Out Dancers 

 

*Organization co-ordinators: 

Kathy Zambelis: 901-359-1055,Anna Paris: 

901-359-1918, Sophie Theodore: 901-268-0885 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Adult Ministries 
 

We are reviving the Young Adult Ministry here at Annunciation.  The program has been re-branded and 

reformatted as REAL (Representing Emerging Adult Leaders) .  REAL is the Archdiocese’s new young adult 
ministries program, the successor to YAL.  It focuses on young adults ages 18-35.  REAL offers programs and 

resources based on education, fellowship, service and worship, challenging young adults to not simply be 

passive participants in the Faith but to truly live Orthodoxy each and every day. 

 

Join in the conversation on Facebook at facebook.com/GOAYoungAdults, on Twitter at 

twitter.com/GOA_YoungAdults, on Instagram at Instagram.com/GOA_YoungAdults or on YouTube at 

youtube.com/y2am.  

 

If you are interested in being a part of REAL, please contact Alexis Moore at 901-828-3982 or at 

alexismoore419@gmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alexismoore419@gmail.com


 

Youth Ministries 
 

Sunday School 

The Sunday School Program is for children from 

Pre-K (age 4 by September 1) through 12
th

 grade.   

We meet every Sunday immediately following 

Holy Communion.   

 

Note from Father Simon: 

It is important that the children and their teachers 

receive Holy Communion first, so they may have as 

much time as possible to learn about our precious 

Faith.  Parents, since we are now saying the Prayers 

Before Holy Communion together, please wait until 

these prayers have been completed before taking 

your children to the Narthex to line them up for 

Holy Communion.  Once our youth have received, 

the ushers will dismiss the faithful row by 

row.  Thank you for your assistance! 

 

JOY  (Junior Orthodox Youth) 

For families with young children, please join us for 

the following services: 

April 23, Lazarus Saturday Pancake Breakfast/Palm 

Cross Making/Church Cleaning 

April 27, Holy Unction 3:30 pm 

April 30, Divine Liturgy of St. Basil for families 

with little ones who will not be going to the evening 

service (Canon of the Resurrection Service) 9:00 

am 

May 1, Agape Vespers at 11:00 am followed by 

Picnic and Egg Hunt 

 

Save the Date: 

 Agape Picnic Children’s Egg Hunt – Sunday, 

May 1
st
 immediately following the Agape 

Vespers.  Bring your baskets. Toddlers to 6
th

 

grade. 

 2016 St. Nicholas Summer Camp July 24-30. 

Camper Registration snd Staff Applications are 

now available online at  

http://www.stnicholascamp.org/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOYA (Greek Orthodox Youth of America) 

The GOYA Ministry at Annunciation is for youth in 

grades 6 through 12.  We seek to provide 

programming for the entire group and to provide 

opportunities for our older youth to serve as role 

models for younger participants.  But, owing to the 

developmental needs of different age groups in the 

Ministry, certain activities and meetings will be 

sub-divided into middle school and high school 

groups.  We meet the first and third Sundays of 

each month at noon in the GOYA Room.  
Please forward any comments, suggestions for 

activities, and preferred methods of communication 

(or to be removed from the GOYA mailing list) to 

Mitch Obradovic (mitch.obradovic@gmail.com). 

 

 

GOYA Advisors: 

Mitch Obradovic 

Demetri Papastefan 

Ted Poplos 

Luane Semos 

 

On the Sunday of Orthodoxy we combined with the 

youth from St. John for a delicious lenten lunch and 

a discussion about icons. 

 

We will have our regular meetings on the first and 

third Sunday of April.  

 

Some of our youth will attend a Lenten retreat in 

Nashville on April 9 and 10. 

 

We will have an overnight lock in on April 22 with 

a Vesper service, a meal and fun activities. We will 

attend Liturgy on Saturday to celebrate the raising 

of Lazarus. We will enjoy a pancake breakfast 

followed by the folding of palms for Palm 

Sunday.  Look for more details soon. 

 

We will once again have a booth at the festival 

selling our famous frappes and will be adding soft 

serve ice cream and baklava sundaes.  Be looking 

for a sign up sheet to schedule your shift. It will be 

a fun way to serve our church. 

 

 

mailto:mitch.obradovic@gmail.com


 

Scholarships 
Scholarship applications from several of our 

organizations as well as members of our community 

can be found on the Scholarship page at goann.net. 

Please note the deadline dates for each scholarship 

in the provided material. 

Scholarships are for graduating High School 

Seniors for 2016, and in some cases for current 

College Students. Please check the application 

forms for details. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Scholarship page is 

updated on a regular basis as we find more 

information for available scholarships. Please 

CHECK REGULARLY, so students do not miss 

out on opportunities. 
 

2016 ELPIS Philoptochos Scholarship 

The Elpis Philoptochos Society has established a 

scholarship to promote, encourage and advance 

education.  this scholarship is limited to students 

who are members of the Annunciation Greek 

Orthodox Church.  Applications must be received in 

the Church office no later that 12:00 Noon, on 

Friday, April 20, 2016.  

2016 Daughters of Penelope Scholarship 

The 2016 DOP Scholarship in the amount of up to 

$2000 will be awarded to the most deserving 

applicant based on demonstrated outstanding 

academic achievement.  

Applications must be turned in to the church office 

by April 15th at noon.  

 

2016 AHEPA Scholarships 

AHEPA District No.1 Scholarship 

The complete application packet must be 

postmarked April 15, 2016.   

 

AHEPA Spero J Zepatos Chapter #7 

AHEPA Chapter 7 offers one annual scholarship in 

the amount of $1,500 to a qualified person of good 

moral character who is attending or plans to attend 

an accredited college or university. Applications  

and all supporting documents turned in to the parish 

office by Friday, April 29th at noon.  

 

AHEPA “Journey to Greece” Program 

Summer of 2016, study at a fully accredited US 

University in Greece; learn about modern and 

ancient Greece. Leave your myth in Greece; see and 

experience the beauty of the country and its people 

and earn transferable University credits 

Application Deadline March 10th, 2016.  

 

2016 Chris Douglas scholarship: 

Available for both graduating High School Students 

and for Continuing College Students.  Each 

scholarship is $3,000. Applicants must have their 

application and essay turned in to the church office 

by April 15th at noon.   

 

PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation 

Undergraduate students of Hellenic descent from all 

50 United States are eligible to apply to the 

Foundation’s scholarships and educational 
programs. The PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation 

provides recognition, grants financial assistance, 

and offers life-changing cultural and leadership 

programs. 

 

CrossRoad Institute | Hellenic College Holy 

Cross 

CrossRoad is a ten-day academic summer institute 

that prepares high school juniors and seniors to 

make big life decisions and connect with the 

Orthodox Christian theological and spiritual 

tradition.  Hosted on the scenic Hellenic College 

Holy Cross campus, overlooking the beautiful 

Boston skyline, participants experience daily 

worship, visit local parishes, tour Boston, and spend 

a day at the beach. 

 

Stamo Latto Scholarship 

Each year, the Stamo Latto Scholarship is awarded 

to talented young women who are US citizens and 

members of canonical Orthodox churches in 

Charleston, SC and Memphis, TN. High school 

senior women preferred, but academically strong 

junior women may also apply and then reapply as 

seniors.  Available scholarships average $1000, 

although awards may range from $500 to more than 

$1,000, depending on qualifications and the pool of 

candidates. 

 

 

John C Kulis Charitable Scholarship 

The Kulis Foundation encourages students to honor 

Dr. Kulis’ legacy by considering pursuing a career 
in the field of science or medicine. 

 

The scholarship committee is particularly interested 

in rewarding students with exemplary community or 

http://goann.net/index.php?id=111


 

church service records. They offer a variety of 

different types of scholarships. Students are invited 

to learn more about which scholarship might be 

right for them and to apply if they meet the 

eligibility requirements. 

 

Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting 

The Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting 

offers two scholarships. 

 

The recipient for first place will receive $1,000 and 

the runner up will receive $500 upon acceptance to 

a four year accredited college or university. The 

candidates are evaluated on their involvement in 

their church, school, community, scholastic 

achievements, and Scouting. 

 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Scholarships 

 George & Naouma (Gioule) Gioles 

Scholarship - for undergraduate studies 

 Katin John Malta Scholarship - for 

undergraduate studies 

 Paleologos Scholarship - for graduate work 

of a non-theological nature. 

 Christos and Georgia Trakatellis Fellowship 

Fund and Fellowship Renewal - only for 

Holy Cross Graduates 

 Greek Orthodox Retired Clergy Association 

Scholarship Program - for seminarians at 

Holy Cross School of Theology 

Prospective students are encouraged to 

contact the Admissions Office at 

admissions@hchc.edu or (617) 850-1285 

Hellenic College Chrysostom Scholarship 

The Chrysostom Scholarship operates in 

conjunction with the St. John Chrysostom 

Oratorical Festival that takes place annually in the 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 

Beginning with the 2015 Festival, each Senior and 

Junior division first, second, and third place finalist 

in each category (Oratory, Poetry, and Essay) at the 

parish, district, metropolis, and national levels of 

competition is eligible to receive a Chrysostom 

Scholarship to Hellenic College. This scholarship 

has been amended to provide awards ranging from 

$2,500 up to $30,000 per year 

 

Greek Orthodox Archdiocesan Fellowship to 

work at the United Nations 

The Department of Inter-Orthodox, Ecumenical, 

and Interfaith Relations of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America announces its Faith-Based 

Diplomacy & Advocacy Initiative. The Initiative 

establishes a total of four (2 for 2015-2016 and 2 for 

2016-2017) year long Archdiocesan fellowships at 

the United Nations. All Orthodox Christian 

graduate and post-graduate students are invited to 

apply for a stipend fellowship. 

 

 

   
 

Sunday of Orthodoxy at Annunciation 

http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/administration/chancellor/2016
http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/affiliates/rca/scholarships
http://www.goarch.org/archdiocese/affiliates/rca/scholarships
http://www.hchc.edu/admissions/scholarships
http://www.goarch.org/news/unfellowship-04012015
http://www.goarch.org/news/unfellowship-04012015


 

 

2016 Memphis Greek Festival 
 

 

 

Workshops 
  
 

Spanakopita 

Friday & Saturday 

*April 8  

9:00 am 

*April 9 

11:00 am 

*April 15 & 16 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Kourambiethes 

Monday & Tuesday 

April 18 & 19 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Pre-Pack Days 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

May 3 & 4 

9:00 - 5:00 pm 

Meat Skewering 

Wednesday May 4 

3:00 pm 

 

Chicken Prep 

Wednesday May 4 

 

 

 

Galaktoboureko  

Thursday May 5 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

Salad Prep 

Thursday May 5 

9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

  

 

 

Volunteers will be needed for all of the workshops.  Please contact the following workshop chairmen for more 

details: 

Kourambiethes workshops & Pre-Pack Days: Linda or Nick Nichols or Elaine Otto.  

Spanakopita workshop: Madeleine Donnelly. 

This is our best opportunity to share our Orthodox Christian Faith and culture.  Please plan to be a part of our 

Festival.  Please contact the Church Office to volunteer! 
 

 

This year we are excited to be adding Chef Shuttle service for our festival. This is a service which will bring 

meals (limited menu) to work or home for those who can't make it to the festival. So be sure to tell your family 

and friends who want festival food, but can't attend to go to their website for all the 

details. www.chefshuttle.com. 

 
PRE-FESTIVAL TICKET SALES 

 

Tickets for our annual Festival (May 6 & 7) are now on sale! 

NEW THIS YEAR - All pre-festival tickets must be paid in advance. Price is $15 per ticket.  

In order to get a faster, more accurate accounting of our festival profits this year, tickets will NOT be given out 

on consignment. You may purchase your tickets from Tina Douglas or Rebecca Nassif on Sundays in Cotros 

Hall or from Erin in the church office during the week. Purchase tickets for the amount you need.  All tickets 

are non refundable.  Remember that the Pre-Festival ticket purchases make wonderful gifts and are a great 

value, as they include the cost of admission as well as a salad with the dinner meal.  
  

https://www.chefshuttle.com/


 

 

Community Organizations 

 

AHEPA Chapter 7, Memphis TN 
The mission of the AHEPA Family is to promote Hellenism, Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, and Family 

and Individual Excellence. 
 

The AHEPA is a men’s group open to those 18 and older.  Our chapter in Memphis is currently looking at changing our 
format for meetings and activities.  Please watch the newsletter and announcements for updates and information on 

meeting times and places along with activities and outings.  We encourage you to check out the new version of AHEPA.  

We think you may be in for a pleasant surprise. 
 

Daughters of Penelope 
The Daughters of Penelope, was founded in1929, in San Francisco, California.  It was the realization of Alexandra 

Apostolides Sonenfeld’s dream to create a women’s organization comparable to her husband’s membership in AHEPA.  
The Daughters is the women’s organization of AHEPA.  We share our Mission Statement: To promote Hellenism, 
Education, Philanthropy, Civic Responsibility, and Family & Individual Excellence. 
 

What a wonderful, fun-filled evening we all had as we celebrated our annual Apokreas Talent Show sponsored by the 

AHEPA and Daughters of Penelope. The dinner, prepared by our AHEPA brothers was absolutely delicious and the 

decorations and goodies bags from the Daughters were terrific. The stars of the show, our talented performers from our 

church community did not disappoint this year whatsoever! We have such amazing talent in our community and we are so 

proud of each and every one of them.  Thanks so much to all those who came and supported this year's show. Get your 

talent ready for next year and be sure to join the show as it is one of our most favorite church events of the year!   
 

In March, Despina and Anastasia took our “Greek Suitcase” to Riverdale School in Germantown.  They were able to share 
our Greek Artifacts with the Sixth Grade students at the school.  How rewarding to see these intelligent students enjoying 

having the opportunity to see the replicas of what they have learned and studied in class about Ancient Greece.  This 

ranged from our philosophers, scholars, ancient gods along with replicas of the Parthenon, the theater at Atticus and the 

stadium where the first modern day Olympics were held.   A 

reminder to our parishioners, this suitcase is available to go to your 

child’s school when they are in 6th
 grade and studying Greek 

history.  Of course, we reminded the students about the museum at 

“Ole Miss” where only a little more than an hour away they can go 
and see the real thing, not just a replica. 

 

For many, many years, at Easter and Christmas the Daughters make 

a “candy” donation to Lester Center, which is located on Tillman 
Avenue, in Memphis, for their holiday party.  Lester Center is a 

place for the children to go for after school supervised activities, 

keeping them off the streets.  Some of these activities are: 

homework help, computer lab, gymnasium, basketball, and 

nutrition classes.  The photo here is Kathy Morrison (making the 

delivery) with Walter Casey (Director of Lester Center) with the 

baskets the DOP donated to the children at Lester Center children.  
 

 
AHEPA & DOP April Schedule of Events 

AHEPA Upcoming events:  

AHEPA will have their next meeting at 6:30 p.m., April 12 in Cotros Hall 
 

DOP Upcoming events:  

On April 22
nd

, we will be making Tsoureki ,along with Koulourakia, to sell on Palm Sunday.  Thank you ahead of time to 

Phani and Elaine who will lead these workshops.  We will be busy helping out with the workshops in April for the festival 

along with our parishioners.  If you haven’t had a chance to volunteer at one, please come and join in. 

If you have a graduating senior, don’t forget to apply for our scholarship.  Friday, noon, April 15 is the deadline to turn 
the scholarship application into the Church Office.   



The Elpis Bookstore is open every Sunday after Liturgy, 
on Wednesday evenings and by appointment. 

All proceeds from bookstore sales fund the Elpis 
Scholarship Fund - supporting the youth 

of our church for over 
25 years.

Pascha Red
Egg Dye
From Greece, this authentic red egg dye will be a 
perfect addition to your Pascha dinner planning. 
Stop by the bookstore and pick up yours today!

$8.00
“The Lenten
Spring”  
Forty mediations on Great Lent by using all facets 
of the church traditions such as passages from the 
Lenten services and the spiritual wisdom on the 
ancient saints and fathers. $17.00

Various     
Pascha      

Egg    
Pendants

These beautiful egg pendants will 
make a wonderful gift for the 
special person in your life. Many 
colors and styles to choose from.

Elpis Bookstore

$38.00
to 

$90.00



People Helping People

More than a Meal  
April 17th

We will be cooking and serving those in need within 
the Memphis community. Please join us in the 

kitchen after church or at Grace St. Luke’s Church in 
Midtown from 3:00-5:00pm.

All are welcome to serve.

Cooking Team
The cooking team will plan and prepare the meal. They will meet in the 
kitchen after services on the 17th and help prepare and pack the meal.

Serving Team
The serving team will help serve food to the guests, assist in set-up and 
clean up and help in the kitchen plating the meals as needed.



Join us for the annual
    Palm Sunday Luncheon

Sunday, April 24th
    

We invite all members of our 
community to join us for the 

annual Palm Sunday Luncheon.  
   

Menu: Baked Tilipia, Shrimp, Potatoes, Green Beans,    
Salad, Bread and Dessert

 
Tickets: $12 Adult; $7 Children under 12

Children under 6 - Free 

Hosted by Elpis Philoptochos



 

 

Stewardship Report 
 

Our Archdiocesan Regulations and Parish By-Laws define Stewards as those who participate regularly in the 

life of the Parish, as well as contributing towards the financial well-being of the Parish by offering stewardship 

and/or filling out a Stewardship Card.  Below is a list of all Stewards of the Annunciation.  Those denoted with 

an (*) have submitted their Stewardship Card to the Stewardship Committee.  If you have not submitted a 

Stewardship Card, please contact the Stewardship Committee or the Church Office.  
 

 
2016 List of Stewards 

*Allphin, Robert 

Anaston, Zoe 

*Apalodimas, Chris & Connie 

*Apalodimas, Maria 

Arcamuzi, Michael & Family 

Avgeris, John & Diane 

*Bagatelas, Todd & Cyndi & Family 

*Barlow, Steven & Anastasia & Family 

Berretta, Bryan & Melissa & Family 

*Bitinis, Demetra 

*Bookas, John & Deborah 

Boosalis, Inga 

*Boosalis, Janet 

Branch, William 

*Branum, Shawn 

*Buchanan, Angela 

*Bullard, Tim 

Buring, Jacob & Michele & Family 

*Carter, Endy 

*Chagaris, Mary 

Chiungos, Cary 

Cooper, Pat Bacapoulos 

*Couloubaritsis, Jerry & Julia & Family 

Deitz, George & Wagner, Kristine & Family 

*Demas, Helen 

*Demos, Chris & Shawn 

Denton, Anna 

*Detty, Greg & Cyndi & Family 

*Douglas, Andrew & Tina & Family 

Drumea, Ioana 

*Erskine, Bruce & Helen 

Farris, Phillip & Kellye & Family 

*Fox, Nick & Marty Fox 

*Futris, Katherine 

*Futris Jr., Pete & Jan 

*Futris, Steve & Zoe 

*Gallagher, Evangelia 

*George, Christina 

*Georgopoulos, Lois 

*Gikas, Bill & Niki 

*Gikas, Joanne 

Gogonelis, Alex 

*Govatos, George 

Grantham, Ronald & Patricia 

*Graves, Alan & Renee & Family 

Guidi, Sophia 

Guigley, Kevin & Pannay & Family 

Hawkins, Charles & Elizabeth & Family 

*Herbert, Sandy 

Hong, Tona & Ramona & Family 

*Hooker, Nathan & Stephanie & Family 

*Hoover, Ken & Vicki & Family 

*Horvath, Andrew & Leah 

Hristopoulou, Koula 

Huston, Dorothy 

*Jameson, Athena 

*Jennings, Al & Tina & Family 

Johnson, John 

Joyner, Bill & Denise 

Karas, Jim & Despina 

Karris, Georgia 

*Kavelaras, Diane 

*Kay, John & Nancy 

*Kennedy, James 

Khalaf, Nader 

Kish, Sarkis & Jenny 

*Kollias, Marcy 

Kolopanas, Bessie 

Koplin, Jonathan & Pauline & Family 

*Lefes, Kalliope 

Limberakis, George 

*Liollio, Tina 

Louza, Samya 

*Love, Tom & Emily 

Maragos, Pete & Amelia & Family 

Matika, Yolanta 

Mavraganis, Gus & Helen 

Mazas, Diana 

*McKee, Scott & Weilin Xi and Family 

*Melonas, Emily 



 

 

Melonas, Peter & Kathryn 

Meng, James & Susan & Family 

Mims, Alan & Lydia 

*Moore, Alexis 

*Moore, Maria & Michael 

*Moore, Tommy 

*Morrison, Robert & Kathryn 

*Mosby, Michael & Valerie & Family 

Nassif, Naji & Rebecca & Family 

Nichols, Nick & Linda 

Nickas, Zoe 

Nix, Michael & Linda 

*Obradovic, Mitch & Linda & Family 

Ogbasion, Abraham 

Ogbasion, Asmelash & Asmeret 

Otto, Greg & Elaine & Family 

*Papastefan, Demetri 

Pappas, Alexandra & Family 

Pappas, Maria 

*Paris, Anna 

*Paris, Dorothy 

*Paris, Evangeline 

Patrikios, Dennis & Odette 

Paulus, Basil  

*Peters, Manual & Mary Beth 

Peters, Manuel & Susanna 

Pilcher, Derek & Marianthe 

*Poplos, Ted & Stephanie & Family 

Preza, Chrysanthe & Valdimarsson, Einir & Family 

Ramage, Elizabeth 

*Reed, Scott 

*Ruby, Pete 

Sandouk, Sandy 

Sarantidis, Foti & Terri 

Schmitt, Eric & Anne & Family 

*Semos, Vasili, Luane & Family 

*Shipman, Daniel & Family 

*Sinis, Harry & Magda & Family 

*Skefos, Harry & Catherine 

Skoutakis, Vasilios & Eleni 

*Smith, Jimmy & Georgia 

Stamson, Pandora 

Stoian, Romulus & Camelia 

Taras, Dimitri & Mary Katherine 

Taras, James 

*Taras, Kosta & Loretta 

*Tashie, David & Christine & Family 

Tashie, George & Cecile 

*Tashie, James & Nancy 

Tashie, John 

Tashie, Judd & Debbie & Family 

*Terranova, Anastasia 

*Theodore, Lee & Yiota 

*Thomas, Fr. Simon & Pres. Stephanie & Family 

Tingle, Greg & Lorrie 

*Tobias, Andrew 

*Tobias, Richard & Angela 

Touliatos, Sarah 

Trif, Maria 

Vasilopoulos 

Vergos, Alex 

*Vergos, Annie 

Vergos, Tasia 

Vergos, Theodore 

Vieron, Lee 

Vieron, Fr. Nicholas & Pres. Bess 

Vieron, Paul 

*Wassef, Magdi & Amira & Family 

*Whitten, Vasiliki 

*Zachary, Nina 

*Zambelis, Kathy & Family 

Thank you for your contribution for the year 2016!  Your stewardship supports the ministries of the 

Annunciation.  If we have mistakenly left your name off the list, please contact the Church Office! 

 

 

 

As of March 27, 2016- 

Stewards – 151 

Stewardship Cards – 77 

 

Amount Pledged - $144,430.00 

Amount Received - $68,140.01 



 

 

APRIL 2016 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1  

Sweet Bread Workshop 

9:00 am 

Greek School 4:00 pm 

Third Salutation to the Virgin 

Mary 6:00 pm 

 

2 
Sweet Bread Workshop 

9:00 am 

 

 3 Sunday of the Holy Cross 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Nursery Available 9:30 am – 12noon 

Sunday School 11:00 am 

Parish General Assembly 11:30 am 

GOYA Meeting 12:00 in GOYA 

Room 

Special Presentation of My Big Fat 

Greek Wedding 2 at 4:00 pm 

4  

Greek School  

12:00 Noon  

OCF at Ole Miss 5:00 pm 

Fr. Vieron’s Adult Greek 
Class 6:30 pm 

 

5  

Greek School 

4:00 pm 

Elpis Board 

Meeting 6:30 

pm 

 

6 

Greek School 

 2:00 pm 

Ninth Hour 5:30 pm 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

6:00 pm 

Lenten Dinner & Lecture 

7:00 pm 

 

7 
 

8  

Spanakopita Workshop 9:00 pm 

Greek School 4:00 pm 

Fourth Salutation to the 

Virgin Mary 6:00 pm 

9 

Spanakopita Workshop 

11:00 am  

 

10 Sunday of St. John Climacus  

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Nursery Available 9:30 am 

Sunday School  11:00 am 

Coffee Hour - Open 

11  

Greek School 12:00 Noon 

Studies in the Faith 6:00 pm 

Fr. Vieron’s Adult Greek 

Class 6:30 pm 

 

12 

Greek School 

4:00 pm 

AHEPA 

Meeting 6:30 

pm 

 

13 

Greek School 

 2:00 pm 

Ninth Hour 5:30 pm 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

6:00 pm 

Lenten Dinner & Lecture 

7:00 pm 

14 
 

 

 

15 

Spanakopita Workshop 9:00 pm 

Greek School 4:00 pm 

Akathist Hymn 6:00 pm 

16  

Spanakopita Workshop 

9:00 pm 

   

 

 

17 Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Nursery Available 9:30 am 

Sunday School 11:00 am 

Coffee Hour hosted by Pete Ruby in 

Memory of Katerina Ruby 

GOYA Meeting 12:00 Noon 

More Than a Meal 3:00 pm 

 

18  

Kourambiethes Workshop 

9:00 am 

Greek School  

12:00 Noon 

Parish Council Meeting 6:15 

pm 

Fr. Vieron’s Adult Greek 
Class 6:30 pm 

 

19 

Kourambiethes 

Workshop 9:00 

am 

Greek School  

4:00 pm     

 

20  

Greek School 

2:00 pm  

Ninth Hour 5:30 pm 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

6:00 pm 

Lenten Dinner & Lecture 

7:00 pm 

 

21 

Young at Heart 

Luncheon 

11:30 am 

 

 22 

DOP – Tsoureki & Koulourakia 

Workshop 9:00 am 

Greek School 4:00 pm 

GOYA Lenten Retreat 5:00 pm 

 

23 Lazarus Saturday 

Orthros 9:00 am 

Divine Liturgy 10:00 

am 

Pancake Breakfast/Palm 

Cross Folding/Church 

Cleaning 11:30 am 

24 PALM SUNDAY 

Orthros/Divine Liturgy 8:45 am 

Nursery Available 9:30 am 

Last Day of Sunday School 11:00 

am 

Palm Sunday Luncheon hosted by 

ELPIS 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

 

25  

Greek School 12:00 Noon 

Bridegroom Service 6:30 pm 

Fr. Vieron’s Adult Greek 
Class 6:30 pm 

 

 26   

Greek School  

4:00 pm 

Bridegroom 

Service 6:30 pm     

 

27 

Pre-Sanctified Liturgy 

9:00 am     

Greek School 

2:00 pm      

Holy Unction 3:30 pm 

Holy Unction 6:30 pm 

 

28  

Divine 

Liturgy of St. 

Basil – 
Mystical 

Supper 9:00 

am   

Girl Scouts 

3:30 pm 

Service of the 

Passion of 

Christ 6:30 

pm 

 

29 Holy Friday 

Decorating the Tomb of Christ 

7:00 am 

Royal Hours 9:00 am 

Apokathylosis Service – 
Removing Christ from the 

Cross 3:30 pm 

Greek School 4:00 pm 

Lamentations Service 6:30 pm 

 

30 Holy Saturday 

Divine Liturgy of St. 

Basil – Vigil of the 

Resurrection 

9:00 pm 

 


