SUNDAY

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016
OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN

Apolytikion of Great and Holy Pascha in the Plagal First Tone
Christ is risen from the dead, by death, trampling down upon death, and to those
in the tombs He has granted life.
Apolytikion for Holy Myrrhbearers Sunday in the Second Tone
When You did descend unto death, O Life Immortal, then did You slay Hades
with the lightning of Your Divinity. And when You did also raise the dead out of
the nethermost depths, all the powers in the Heavens cried out: O Life-giver,
Christ our God, glory be to You.
Apolytikion for Holy Myrrhbearers Sunday in the Second Tone
The noble Joseph, taking Your immaculate Body down from the Tree, and having wrapped It in pure linen and spices, laid It for burial in a new tomb. But on
the third day You did arise, O Lord, granting great mercy to the world.
Apolytikion for Holy Myrrhbearers Sunday in the Second Tone
Unto the myrrh-bearing women did the Angel cry out as he stood by the grave:
Myrrh oils are meet for the dead, but Christ ha proved to be a stranger to corruption. But cry out: The Lord is risen, granting great mercy to the world.
Hymn of the Annunciation in the First Tone
Today is the beginning of our salvation and the revelation of the mystery before
the Ages. The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel proclaims the great grace. Therefore, with him let us cry out unto the Theotokos,
“Hail, Rejoice, O highly favored one; the Lord is with you.” Σήμερον τῆς
σωτηρίας ἡμῶν τὸ κεφάλαιον, καὶ τοῦ ἀπʹ αἰῶνος μυστηρίου ἡ φανέρωσις· ὁ
Υἱὸς τοῦ Θεοῦ, Υἱὸς τῆς Παρθένου γίνεται, καὶ Γαβριὴλ τὴν χάριν
εὐαγγελίζεται. Διὸ καί ημεις σὺν αὐτῷ τῇ Θεοτόκῳ βοήσωμεν· Χαῖρε
κεχαριτωμένη, ὁ Κύριος μετὰ σοῦ.
Seasonal Kontakion in the Plagal Fourth Tone
Though You went down into the tomb, You destroyed Hades' power, and You
rose the victor, Christ God, saying to the myrrh-bearing women, "Hail!" and
granting peace to Your disciples, You who raise up the fallen.

FAST FREE WEEK
This week do not fast from meat, dairy, fish, wine or oil in honor of the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2016
We welcome you to the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church and are
blessed that you have come to our worship service. We hope that this
worship experience is both enlightening and inspirational. Each Sunday
is the day in which we commemorate the Resurrection of our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ. The Christian Orthodox Church is the Church of
the Resurrection and we rejoice in the Lord’s triumph over death.
If you are a visitor to our Parish we encourage you to follow the Divine
Liturgy book to assist you in following the Liturgy. Please understand
that the Christian Orthodox Church does not practice inter-communion
with other Christian denominations. Though we may share a common
belief in the Holy Trinity, our churches are not yet one in faith and practice. We believe that Holy Communion is not the means to Christian unity but it is in fact the fullest expression of that unity. We fervently pray
for this unity as noted in every divine service of the Orthodox Church.
Please do not approach for Holy Communion if you are not a baptized/
chrismated Orthodox Christian. Feel free to contact Father Simon if you
desire to learn more about the Christian Orthodox Church, the Church of
the New Testament.
We would like to remind all Orthodox Christians to be spiritually prepared and in proper canonical standing with the Church in order to partake of the Holy Eucharist.

THE LIVES

OF THE SAINTS
On this the 15h day of the month of May, we Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing
Women, Pachomius the Great, Achillius the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Larissa, Barbaros the Myrrhbearer of Kerkyra, Andrew the Hermit & Wonderworker and the Placing of the Honorable Head of the Apostle Titus .

By their holy intercessions, O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

EPISTLE READING - Acts 6:1-7

GOSPEL READING - MARK 15:43-47; 16:1-8

Prokeimenon. Second Tone. Psalm 117.14,18.
The Lord is my strength and my song.
Verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely.

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,
who was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and
went to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate wondered if he
were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked him whether
he was already dead. And when he learned from the centurion that he was
dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he bought a linen shroud, and
taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a
tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a stone against
the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw
where he was laid.
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
him. And very early on the first day of the week they went to the tomb
when the sun had risen. And they were saying to one another, "Who will
roll away the stone for us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up,
they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a
white robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, "Do not be
amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he
is not here; see the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples
and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as
he told you." And they went out and fled from the tomb; for trembling
and astonishment had come upon them; and they said nothing to anyone,
for they were afraid.

.
IN THOSE DAYS, when the disciples were increasing in number, the
Hellenists murmured against the Hebrews because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the body of
the disciples and said, "it is not right that we should give up preaching the
word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from among
you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the
ministry of the word." And what they said pleased the whole multitude,
and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Prochoros, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, and they
prayed and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God increased;
and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women
About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus was
going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, many women who
had received of His beneficence left their own homeland and from then on
followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own possessions,
even until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards, neither losing
faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the Jewish rulers, they
came to the sepulchre, bearing the myrrh-oils they had prepared to annoint
His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils, that these God-loving women
brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are called the Myrrh-bearers. Of those
whose names are known are the following: first of all, the most holy Virgin
Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 is called "the mother of James
and Joses" (these are the sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, and she was
therefore their step-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the
wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome,
the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus;
and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept
silence (Matt 27:55-56; 28:1-10. Mark 15:40-41. Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11,
22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 1:14).

THIS WEEK’S SERVERS
Epistle Reader: Tim Bullard
Prosfora: Enosis Touliatos
Usher Duty Team 3: Romulus Stoian, Ed Morrison, Ted Poplos
Greeters: Steve & Joy Steckler
Coffee Hour hosted by Elpis Philoptochos and the Daughters of Penelope to honor our Graduates.

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Sunday, May 15 Graduation Sunday
 Orthros 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy immediately following
 40 Day Memorial for Evangeline Semos
 Nursery Available 9:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 Coffee Hour hosted by Elpis Philpotochos and the Daughters of Penelope to honor our Graduates
 More Than a Meal 3:00 pm
Monday, May 16
 Greek School 12:00 Noon
 Parish Council Meeting 6:15 pm
Tuesday, May 17
 Greek School 4:00 pm
 Church Tour Dinner 6:30 pm
Wednesday, May 18
 Greek School 2:00 pm
Thursday, May 19
 Young at Heart Luau Luncheon 11:30 am
 Fr. Vieron’s Adult Greek Class Graduation 6:00 pm
Friday, May 20
 Greek School 4:00 pm
Saturday, May 21 Saints Constantine & Helen
 Orthros 9:00 am
 Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Sunday, May 22 Orthros 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy immediately following
 Nursery Available 9:30 am - 12:00 Noon
 Coffee Hour Luncheon hosted by the Nichopoulos Family in memory of Dr. George Nichopoulos
 Elpis General Meeting 12:00 Noon
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We are visited today by Nikos Petrogeorge from FOCUS North America.
FOCUS is an Orthodox Christian charity that serves the working
poor and homeless in the United States by providing jobs, housing,
and other sustainable programs that lift Americans out of poverty.
FOCUS fulfills Christ’s commandment to help those in need
by engaging Orthodox Christians, leveraging their time and talents
to improve local communities in practical hands-on activities.
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94% of all public donations go directly to helping people in need. FOCUS does not discriminate in any of its programs,

94% of all public donations go directly to helping people in need. FOCUS does not discriminate in any of its programs,

which are implemented in more than 50 cities in the United States.

which are implemented in more than 50 cities in the United States.

